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was organized for the demand of administrative reforms and
held its first session in 1885. The Congress not only became
critical of the form of government but were determined to
resist the growth of this all-powerful bureaucracy. "It is
the spirit of the English Constitution which, infused through
the mighty mass, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivifies every
part of the Empire, even down to the minutest member,"
declared Edmund Burke. The work of this spirit became
manifest in India. The new generation, brought up under
the influence of Western thought, demanded new values in
its relations with an alien government, and with the victory
of Japan over Russia there arose an entirely new conception
in regard to the much-vaunted superiority of the European
over the Asiatic races.
At the time of such awakened political consciousness,
Lord Curzon was sent to India as Viceroy. Imbued with
Victorian Imperialism and with the conviction that a high
standard of administrative efficiency was required to fulfil
England's mission in India, he engaged himself in the
scrutiny of every aspect of Indian Administration.
Lord Curzon's policy from 1902 till the close of the
second part of his Viceroyalty widened the gulf between the
Government and the politically conscious classes. It is
truly said that his Viceroyalty " left India a little breathless ";
and it is no less true to say that it left her also in despair.
In despair, because he alienated even the Liberals from the
Government. When the Indian National Congress veterans
suggested the use of the word " Self-government " (Swaraj)
as " the saving word " that would rally the integrating
forces to the side of the Government, he scornfully rejected
it as being " beyond the range of practical politics." The
inevitable consequences followed—the faith of political India
in constitutional procedure on the part of the National
Congress was rudely shaken, and the disturbing forces
within that body gained the upper hand. The Congress
was unable to hold to its traditional position. The gospel
of aggressive nationalism was being carried to the masses.

